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nly a ceuple of metercycle

manufacturers have ever bewed

te popular demand and put a

discentinued metorcycle back

into productien. Velecette did
just that with its big singles in the early 1950s, and
anether notable example was Mote Guzzi's Nuovo
Falcene. New, yeu den't need much knowledge of
Italian te deduce that the name means ‘New Falcon'
or that there must have been a previous medel
simply called a Falcon and indeed there was; a very
pepular machine in its own ceuntry during the 1950s
and 6@s. Once seen, never fergotten, the Falcone
and Falcone Sports were siriking machines usually
finished in fire engine red and virtually unique in
use of dinner plate sized external engine flywheels,
and rather ungainly-leeking friction dampers en
their suspensien.

By ceincidence the original Falcene and the
Velecette shared a rather quirky appeal to marque
enthusiasts, and when I tested the Italian job back
in October 1996 I cempared it favourably with the
Venom. But whereas Hall Green persevered with
their half-litre single until the end, the Mandelle del
Larie factory ditched its equivalent in 1967 in order
to cencenirate en the newly intreduced transverse
V7 twin. It was a wise cheice as the V-twins have
remained pepular in various fermats until the present
day, but it didn’t please everybody. In particular the
Public Services, which had used the lithe singles since
their intreduction in 1950, meurned their replacement
by a rather corpulent twin.

Te its credit, the factery listened to the cemplaints,
and set te work on a replacement fer the Falcene,
unveiling a version intended fer the Italian police,
Army and municipal autherities at the end of 1969,
and releasinga civilian version in 1971. It proved
tolerablypopular in beth reles and remained in
productien until 1976. Strangely, though - despite
being just the 1ype of metorcycle traditienal British
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motercyclists always claim to want - Nueve Falcones
were little seen in this country until they were
retired frem service by their efficial users. They have
subsequently been imperted in significant numbers
and have beceme a relatively familiar sightat classic
events; ex-public service medels being identifiable
by a single saddle and fairly drab coleurs of olive-
green for the Army and grey-green and dark blue
respectively for the civilian and military police
{Carabinieri). Privately purchased models had more
flamboyant coleur schemes - typically white and
red - and later civilian medels can be identified by
chremed mudguards.

A 500cc single from a race-erientated factory, and
ene which can be ebtained with an electric starter -
what'’s not te like? My chance te decide came when
Porset enthusiast Peter Hallowes turned up atan
event en a 1974 example he'd beught last year, which
had seemingly been imperted by Italian specialists
North Leicester Motercycles. My first impressiens
were that its unusual dusty-blue finish made it leek
rather drab compared te civilian Moto Guzzis, but
considerably less se than the mere cemmon ex-Army
examples. The blue is alse semewhat lighter than
usual en Italian police bikes, and Peter has been
informed that’s because it was eriginally used by the
Vatican Guard rather than the civilian ferce. There's no
preef of that, but the celour is certainly a good match
fer that seen on the Guard’s duty uniferm, which leads
te a flight of fancy wendering what the Guzzi weuld
loek like in multi-celeured stripes like the Vatican
Swiss Guard's fameus dress uniferm.

Back in reality, sitting on the Nueve Falcene
immediately gives an impression of solidity, and
indeed the bike is sturdily built; almest 30 per cent
heavierihan its predecessor. As a result the Nuevo
Falcone feels really planted en the read, and the
herizontal wet-sump engine gives it a lew centre of
gravity. It'safairlylongbike - but surprisingly slightly
sherter than its predecesser - and the deeply padded

1 Neat dealer sticker shows
where this machine came
from.

2 Unlike the earlier singles,
this one has the flywheel
fully enclosed.

3 The ‘Dynamotor’ starter is
similar to the Viiliers effort
from two decades before.

4 Bulbous silencer has
echoes of a similar double-
bamelied effort by Norton

in 1928,

3 Single saddle is quite high,
giving a lofty riding perch.
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single saddle is quite high. It eriginally had a separate
pillien pad to carry an officer (or the Pope?) but
Peter says he tended to catch his feet en its grab-leep
while mounting the bike. It also came with original
panniers which he has leftin the garage since he
found the turnbuckle fastening less than reliable; but
one amusing original fitting Peter has retained is a
police siren which he says has a remarkable effect on
jaywalkers! The well-fitting screen is a £5 aute jumble
buy which loeks as if it was made for the bike.

One ofthe main atiractions ef Nueve Falcones
is that they are usually equipped with the eptional
electric starters, but if you expect te hear it engage
sharply and spin the engine ever quickly you are in
for a surprise. That's because itrelies on a ‘dynamoter’
(like some Villiers engines frem twe decades earlier)
using the well knewn phenemenen
dynamo will preduce electricity, se applying electricity
to a dynamo causes it to spin. The device is located
abeve the rear of the engine te which it’s centinually
cennected by a medest rubber belt. Simply pressing
the starter button tends te preduce nething more
than a subdued hum as
simultanesusly squeeze the valve lifter - the lower of
two similarly-sized levers en the left-hand bar - the

Above: The New Falcon
was 30 percent heavier
than the old Falcon.

Below: Impressive-looking
brakes are sharp to start
with - but soon fade.

Moto Guzzi | Nuovo Falcone |

engine churns over and chugs inte life when yeu drep
thelever.

The pondereus tickever straightaway indicates that
the Nueve Falcene has a hefty external flywheel just
like the eriginal Falcone, and its bettem edge - centra-
retating because of the gear primary drive - can just be
seen below the enormeus aluminium cover on the left.
The flywhee! dees nething to help acceleration (some
ewners have metal skimmed frem it to make the meter
livelier) but a Nueve Falcene is never going to be a
contender at Santa Ped because the gearbox objects
neisily to any attempt at quick changes. Remembering
whe this medel was initially intended fer, theugh, it’s
perhaps more impertant that alew bottem gear and
a steady tickover make it suitable for precessional
duties, while an under-stressed motor weuldn't
protest at leng spells - albeit at fairly modest speeds of
50-68mph - on the autostrada. The genereusly-sized
sprung saddle, plus the
asitup and beg riding stance, ensure that cemfort is
more than adequate whatever yeur style of riding.

Nebedy much enjeys trundling aleng in bettem
gear, but at the other end of the scale it would bethe belt slips, but i
pessible to maintain quite decentaverage speeds
en

that sy
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stable with assured handling,
but certainly no racer.

“The problem with a communel approeach is theat
you tend to end up with a lot of good ideas cobbled
together like the apocrypheal camel that resulted from
« committee’s attempt to design & horse.”

C yeu'd expect frem the marque. Unfertunately, the
same can’t be said fer the brakes altheugh they leok
quite impressive. Peter warns me that they have a
peer reputatien and sure eneugh they feel quite sharp
en initial applicatien, but almest immediately start
te fade.

Se far I've aveided mentiening the leoks ofthe
Nueve Falcene, but even its mest ardent fan weuld
admit it lacks the stylistic {lair eften feund in Italian
metercycles. That slabby aluminium casting en the
left of the meter is counterbalanced by an inelegant
air filter on the right. And as fer that silencer! Nerten
tried a similar design in
better half a century later. I can't even thinkit's very
efficient with just a fractien ef the exhaustbeing
diverted frem ene barrel te the other, rather than
being split evenly between them as en the equally
ungainly twin silencer seen en civilian medels.

Presumably it met seme neise emissien
requirement,
machine may have been specified by a cemmittee,
rather
respensible fer ether Meto Guzzis. The preblem with a
cemmunal appreach is that yeu tend te end up with a
lot of geed ideas cebbled together like the apecryphal
camel thatresulted frem a committee’s attempt te
design a herse. It can alse result in ever-specification

‘justin case, se you get items like the crewbar-sized
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brake lever, a cenirestand fit fer a Harley Fat Bey, and
a kick-start suitable fer men wearing size 13 Army
beets, and they all centribute te a weight appreaching
that ef the spurned V7 twin's. Whether that was

the decisive facter, or simply added te the medel's
ether idiesyncrasies, its preductien run came te an
abrupthalt as seen as Meto Guzzi intreduced the
lighter, livelier and mere atiractive V50 twin in 1976/7.
And that instantly turned the Nueve Falcene inte a
curie which ewner Peter Hallewes unsentimentally
describes as “semething like a BSA M20 with @
suspensien and an electric starter”

Below: Owner Peter
Hallowes describes his
Guzzi as ‘...like an M20
with suspension and
electric start.

1980 MOTO
GUZZI NUOVO
FALCONE

MILITARE

ENGINE TYPE
Herizental OHV single
cylinder
CAPACITY
498cc

BORE X STROKE
83mm x 82mm
OUTPUT
26.2bhp @ 4800rpm
COMPRESSION RATIO
6.8:1
LUBRICATION
Wet sump 5pt capacity
CARBURETTOR
Dell ‘Orto VHB
IGNITION
12V battery/coil
GEARBOX
Four-speed in unit with
engine
TRANSMISSION
Gear primary, chain final
FRAME
Duplex cradle
SUSPENSION
Telescopic forks, swinging
arm rear

TYRES
350x18in front and rear
BRAKES
7%indrums - tls frent, sls
rear
TANK CAPACITY
181 (4galls)
EQUIPMENT
Electric ‘Dynamotor’ starter,
crash bars, leg shields,
police siren etc
SEAT HEIGHT
30%In - he 1920s and it
WHEELBASE
57in
WEIGHT
214kg (470lb)
TOPSPEED
g0mph
theugh, and I suspect the:
Cinb contact:

YintageMPtr Y elfe design geni

Club, www.vmice.iet or
012383 540557

Moto Guzzi Club, www.,
metoglzziclub.ce.uk



